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Introduction

Most typefaces can be classified into one 
of four groups:
• Serifs
• Without serifs
• Scripts
• Decorative

Over the years, typographers have come 
up with various systems to more finally 
categorize typefaces - some have 
sub categories.

A classification system can 
be helpful in identifying, choosing and 
bringing together typefaces.

There are thousands of different typefaces 
and fonts available to designers, publishers 
and writers in this generation. There are all 
types of text typefaces. Most of them are 
available in a digital format from a variety 
of type foundations and can be used easily 
by modern technology. 
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Mason Sans OT

While serif and sans-serif typefaces can be used for text type, there are 
a wide majority of fonts and typefaces where its legibility lessens when used 
in smaller point sizes. These typefaces are often developed with a specific 
use and are designed for larger point size use in headlines,  posters and 
billboards. Decorative is less of a classification and can include a variety 
of typefaces.
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Decortative
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Spumante

Script typefaces are based on the forms made with a flexible brush or pen and 
often have various strokes similar to handwriting. There are many 
different classifications including Brush Script, 
Rationalized Script. However, the broadest forms 
of classification are Formal Script and Casual Script. Formal Scripts are based 
on the developments and writings of 17th/18th century handwriting 
masters such as George Bickham, George Shelley and George Snell. Casual 
scripts developed in the 20th century as a result of photo-typesetting and are 
more varied.
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Script
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Essonnes

Serif typefaces were popular much earlier then sans-serif typefaces and 
include semi-structural details on many of the letters. There are many 
different classifications for serifed typefaces, often named for their origins, 
including Latin, French Old Style, Spanish Old Style and Tuscan.
Serifs originated in the Latin alphabet with words carved into stone 
in Roman antiquity.
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Serif
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FranklinGothic URW

A sans-serif typeface is a typeface without serifs. They can be found in history 
in the early 5th century, although the classical revival of the Italian 
Renaissance return to old style serifed typefaces made them virtually out 
of date until the 20th century. Much like serifed typefaces, there are many 
different classifications for sans-serif typefaces, including Gothic, Grotesque, 
and Geometric. 
One broader classification would be Humanist.
Humanist characteristics include proportions that were modeled on old style 
typefaces, open strokes and a slightly higher contrast in strokes 
in comparison to other sans-serif typefaces. Example: Gill Sans.
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Sans Serif
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Sabbath Black OT

Blackletter typefaces are a script style of calligraphy that were popularized 
in Germany. A highly ornamental style of typgraphy, different styles are often 
associated with the different regions in which they were developed and used. 
The main classifications include Textura, Schwabacher, Cursiva and Fraktur. 
Textura is the most closely related to the calligraphic style and often 
includes a large number of ligatures. Schwabacher typefaces have 
a simplified, rounded stroke and several of their lowercase letters, including 
‘o’, are often related forms. Cursiva, as the name suggests, is closely related 
to cursive letters and can be recognized by the more frequent presence 
of descenders and looped ascenders. Fraktur is the most common form 
of Blackletter and is characterized by broken strokes.
This font type is also mostly seen around the old towns of Cornwall 
as the personality of the Blackletter creates a more traditional and old school 
style which can relate to a certain generation of people.
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Blackletter
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FreightSans Pro

Letters associated with calligraphy and the fonts developed from their 
production can be classified as calligraphic. Calligraphic letters can 
be, although do not have to be, classified as Chancery, Etruscan or Uncial. 
Chancery letters have slightly sloppy narrow letters and were influenced 
in the development of serif italics. Etruscan only have capital letter and are 
based on an early form of Roman calligraphy in which the brush was held 
at a steep angle. Uncial letters are created from holding the brush 
at a horizontal angle. There is only one case in Uncial designs, although they 
did become the basis for the development of the roman lower case.
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Calligraphic
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