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Vernacular Typography

Here I was looking at the different uses of typography in the public streets, 
shops, and advertising.
Typography, age, illumination, style, embedded, memorial, directional, 
graffiti, advertising, economic/shops, traditional, demands
and posters.
After acknowledging all of these areas of typography, I set myself to find 
3 images of street sign typography and to classify the typography, what 
the construction is of the text, and also the context.
From the typography that I had found, I then hade to trace over certain 
lettering and to copy them onto a cube. With this we could select certain 
elements of the letter and make them look disfigured and more intriguing 
to guess the letter.
With my cubes, I took the letters ‘H’ and ‘E’ from ‘THE MISSION’ (above 
tiled typography), and used dot work for the letter E and bold black work 
for the letter H.
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Summer Project

Brief – share your story in the form of a simple, single, square icon.
This icon was inspired by my faimly. The geometric idea came along 
as it is minimalistic and the lines represent how close we are as a family.
The main lion and the cubs was inspired by my mother, my brother and 
myself are all Leos, and that is where the idea of the lions came about.
The colours red represents the family blood line, and the black and white 
was to show more of the piece and the construct of it all together. 
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Illustration Session
ABCD
EFGH
IJKL

MNOP
QRSTU
VWXYZ

In this session, I had to experiment on Adobe Illustrator with the alphabet 
and using different patterns to create a variety of textured typefaces.

This first image was a test piece but I really like the texture and pattern that 
I created. The monochrome effect appears more attractive and is more eye 
catching.

The second piece is more colourful and is again very eye catching and the 
structure of the piece is central and constructe.
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Manipulating and 
Warping Type

In this session of type and image, we had to have our chosen letter and 
choose from one character to work with for our production of our books for 
the future.

I used the materials of paper and acetate
to create different backgrounds and textures and give more effect 
to the photo. I then from my best selection of photos, edited them 
on Photoshop.
This workshop has made me see that I can use my type in any way 
practically and make it look more outstanding. I think these have turned out 
to be very bold, eye catching pieces of lettering, and would work well 
in my books.
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Drop Cap Challenge

Our challenge for th session was 
to get into groups, and to create our 
own typography in any practical way
we wanted to. We had 
to do the whole alphabet, and every 
character had to be individual and 
not the same, i.e. 3D, water colour, 
print, etc.
 
I decided to use a variety 
of materials for this 
challenge, including:
Ink
Collaging
Dot work
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The Craft of Typography

Slow It Down
Afternoon task:
To take a piece of text writing and 
make it your own.
I decided to take the title text, and 
outline it with dot work. 
I wanted it to be different to every 
one else’s work as I knew it would 
take more time and that it gives 
a very nice effect. I also feel 
the styling of the dots work well with 
the shaping and weight 
of the characters and gets more 
attention.
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InDesign - Layering

In our InDesign session, 
I learnt about layering and how 
to structure a magazine layout.

This process was long, and the 
structure of these photographs 
show the step by step progress 
of how to develop the layout.

This was mainly a step by 
step session, with starting with 
placing shapes onto a page, and 
then right clicking on the mouse, 
and you can either click for 
the shape or text to be Arrange - 
Bring to front or Bring 
to back.

By changing the placements 
of the shapes and texts, this 
shows the heirarchy of the text 
on top with 
the shape underneath.
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Swatches, Colours and 
Finishes

After getting used to where to find the pantone colours, our tutors set a task 
to select an image, and try and guess as closely as we could to 4 colours 
from the image – colour, reference number.

When I finished finding colours I could closely pick to, our tutors showed 
us a way that shows the precise colour.

By selecting the pipet tool, I selected a certain colour. It then came up with 
a table (as shown below), with 5 different colours. By selecting the purple, 
it took me to the colour table. It then showed a gradient colour table, and 
then by selecting colour libraries, it goes directly to the right pantone colour.
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Typography Design - 
Layout Design

The first task was 
to create our own font using 
the grid system, and 
to produce the whole 
alphabet. I prefer the first 
image as it looks very 
individual and is similar 
to the Franklin gothic type.

This task was to create our 
own font types,by using 
different patterned grids 
to create these different and 
unique font types.
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Infographic
We were set a little project to show our own journeys through 
infographic design.
I based all my icons on certain aspects of my life, and things that
represent me.

The layout of this design is based from my favourite album - Twenty One
 Pilots, Blurry Face. This album alone means so much to me reflects who 
I am, so I thought I had incorporate it into my piece of work.

This geometric cub is my first icon, as it represents my brother and 
I, as we are twins, born in August, representing Leo the lion. This 
is meaningful to me as I designed this to also be my first tattoo, and I also 
enjoy working with geometric shapes, and also the lines show our connection 
to each other.
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Split Type

In this session, we were 
on InDesign, and using the letter 
of our first name an our chosen letter  
– Joanna Nova – we had 
to distort letters.

This was done by typing your letter, 
then selecting type – 
creative outlines, and then 
selecting a box over the part 
of the letter you want 
to subtract, highlight the letter and 
box together, select window – object 
& layout – pathfinder. There would 
then appear a object and layout
 window. By selecting 
on pathfinder, the second icon – 
subtract – the piece of lettering would 
be cut.

You then do that process again for 
the second part of the lettering. 
Creating these distorted fonts.
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Portrait Type

The second part of our session was
 to create a self portrait using 
the letters of our names. Using my first 
and second name letters, I created 
these portraits. Even though this was 
challenging, this was a fun and 
creative workshop to do.
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Calligraphy Workshop

In the second part of our session, we learnt how to do ‘the basic strokes for 
Rudolf Kochs ‘Neuland”. This task was very challenging and time consuming. 
To learn someone else’s type was interesting to learn, and how they structure 
it. We had to copy a grid table to draw the lettering into, and then try and copy 
the letter by the given instructions.

After practising Koch’s typeface, I then created some sentences to see how 
the structure of the letters fit together. Koch has very small leading space, 
so I experimented with different leading to see how clear the sentences were 
to read. And above is my development of Rudolf Koch’s typeface and creating 
these sentences.
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Experimental Image 
Making

In this session, we were sat on a table of 7, with paper booklets in front 
of us. We were all given a number up to 7, and had an abstract image 
on the board, and with our chosen number, we had to create what we could 
see on the board onto our page.

This was the outcome of my booklet passed around the table. 
I started on the very end with a line/typeface approach. From that, people 
carried on with the geometric theme and created lovely doodle like pieces.

This session was very interesting to be apart of. It was more hands on and 
creative and more interactive with other people. 
It was interesting to see what  story boards we created from each others 
work, and what the final outcome looked like.

Doodle – these drawings are from my booklet. The left is my first drawing. 
From observing the piece on the board, I could see the letter H. I then 
developed this H typeface, and added some key words of how I felt about 
the piece – ‘flamboyant’ and ‘harsh’. The second image is my last drawing
 in my booklet. I think the use of lines was carried out through this whole 
booklet, and was interpreted in different styles.



Sarah Watts


